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Figure 8.2 An estimate of the heat budgoel for Earth. On an average day, about half of the solar
enargy arniving al the upper atmosphere is absotbed a1 Earth's surface, Light {short-wave) en-
ergy absorbed of the suriace is converted into hent. Heat leaves Earth as infrared (long-wave)
radiation. Since input equals oulput over long perods of fime, the heal budget is balanced
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IPCC (1995):
“Balance of evidence
suggests discernible
human influence”

IPCC (2001):

“Most of warming of
past 50 years likely
(odds 2 out of 3) due to
human activities”

IPCC (2007):

“Most of warming very
likely (odds 9 out of 10)
due to greenhouse
gases”
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